
PROTOCOL

of the fourth session of the Moldovan- Czech
lntergovernmental Commission on Economic Cooperation

The fourth meeting of Intergovernmental Commission on Economic Cooperationbetween the Republic
of Moldova and the Czech Republic was held in Prague, on the 27th September 2018, in accordance

with Article 4 of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the

Government of the Czech Republic on Economic and Lrdustrial Cooperation signed in Chisinau on

22"dMay 2014.

The delegation of the Republic of Moldova was led by Ms. Iuliana Drdgdlin, State Secretary of the

Republic of Moldova, Co-chair of the Moldovan Side of the Commission. Mr. Jiri Havlicek, Deputy
Minister of Industry and Trade of the CzechRepublic, Co-chair of the Czech Side of the Commission,

led the delegation of the CzechRepublic. The lists of the two delegations are attached to this Protocol
(Annexes I and II).

Both Co-chairs of the Commission welcomed the fourth Session, which continued in a warm and

friendly atmosphere of cordiality and mutual understanding, reflecting the desire and determination of
both countries to find feasible and efficient solutions for further developing and intensiffing bilateral
relations in different sectors of their economies.

Both delegations emphasized that further strengthening of the bilateral cooperation is ajoint
objective of Moldovan and Czech Government. Moldovan and Czech Sides also pointed out the

necessity of further enhancing and diversification of economic ties and promotion of investments and

trade through more intensive bilateral dialogue on economic issues of regional and global importance,

especially within the EU context.

Agenda of the fourth Session of the Commission was confirmed and is presented in Annex III.

Both Sides have agreed as follows:

1. Economic Situation in the Republic of Moldova and in the Czech Republic

Both Sides exchanged the information on the current economic situation in their countries.

Both Sides informed each other about the objectives and achievements of the Czech Republic and the

Republic of Moldova in terms of economic policy, including macroeconomic processes. In this context,

they shared the general economic indexes and the economic development of countries.

2. Bilateral Trade and Economic Relations between the Republic qf Moldova and the Czech

Republic

Both Sides expressed their common desire to seek opportunities to strengthen and diversify their
bilateral relations in various areas within the framework of effective, strategic and mutually
advantageous conditions.

The Czech Side highlighted the efforts that were being made with a view to reach, in the long term, the

membership of the Republic of Moldova in the European Union. It emphasized the importance of the

EU-Moldova Association Agreement that had been already signed, including DCFTA, and the

expected impact of the referred agreements on mutual foreign economic relations.
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Both Sides emphasized the necessity for further utilization of economic opportunities ofboth countries
by virtue of various activities such as:

o Orgarrization of trade missions, business forums, fairs, exhibitions, workshops and etc. for the
purpose of supporting bilateral co-operation between Czech and Moldovan entrepreneurs;

o Experience, knowledge and information sharing in the fields of trade, FDI and entrepreneur-
ship;

o Exchange of information on the private sector support programs available in Moldova and the
Czech Republic to Moldovan and Czech entrepreneurs;

o Exchange of information on investment and business climate in Moldova and the Czech Re-
public to Moldovan andCzech entrepreneurs;

o Establishment of new training programs or utilization of existing ones intended for traineeship
of managers/entrepreneurs (especially SME's).

Information presented by Czech Side in EUR:

ln20l7 there was a20o/o increase in turnover, to 90 mil. EUR. Czech exports recorded a34%;o increase

to 56 mil. EUR, while Czechimports fell by I,3 yo to 3l mil. EUR.

In the first half of 2018 compared to the first half of 2017 turnover 52 mil. EUR increased of 26 %.

Czechexports 31 mil. EUR increased by 15 %o andthe Czech imports increased by 46 % (20 mil. EUR).

Information presented by Moldovan Side in USD:

ln2017 compared to 2016 the total volume of trade between the Republic of Moldova and the Czech
Republic of 98,09 mln. USD grew by 16,18%0. Moldovan exports (29,88 mln. USD) had a increase of
5,64yo and the Moldovan imports (68,22 mln. USD) increased by 2I,49o/o.

The.Republic of Moldova has a negative trade balance during 2017, which represents a value of 38,33

mln. USD. The Czech Republic ranks the 15fr place among the world's commercial partner countries
of the Republic of Moldova, with a share of 1,35oh.

During the period of January - July 2018 the total value of total trade represents 71,66 mln. USD and

compared to the same period of 20Il , it increased by 35,09o/o. Moldovan exports 23,91 mln USD
increased by 39,54o/o and the Moldovan imports 47,75 mln. USD increased by 32,97o/o.

3. Prospects of Cooperation in the following fields:

3.1. Agriculture and Rural Development

Both Sides are ready to expand cooperation in the field of agriculture and rural development between
the Ministry of Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment of the Republic of Moldova and

the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic and enhance cooperation in different areas of
common interest.

The Czech Republic considers the Republic of Moldova as a perspective partner, for which can offer
not only experience and know-how, but also agricultural and food technologies and machineries in this
perspective:

- The Czech University of Life Sciences in Prague implemented in the Republic
of Moldova two projects with the support of the Czech Development Agency - Modernization
and Improvement of Quality of Education and Research at the State Agrarian University of
Moldova and Support for Agricultural Co-operatives and Project Coordination.

- The University of South Bohemia in eesk6 Bud6jovice implements projects with the Moldovan
National Institute for Economic Research within the Visegrads funds.
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- The Research and Breeding Institute of Pomology Holovousy Ltd. is still interested

in cooperation with the Republic of Moldova in the form ofjoint research projects and intem-

ships in the Research and Breeding Institute of Pomology Holovousy Ltd. in the area of: Fruit

breiding; Establishment of a laboratory for the detection of harmful organisms in fruit produc-

tion; Introduction of integrated fruit growing systems; Introduction of a certification scheme

for reproductive material of fruit plants; Verification of the efficacy of pesticide and non-pes-

ticide-materials for protection against fungal diseases and pests; Methods of reproduction of
fruit species in-vitro; Fruit storing in modern regimes ULO, MAP storage and using of support

materials to prolongation storage; Setting-up of educational programs for education focusing

on fruit-growing.

- The Research Institute of Agricultural Technology offers cooperation in the field

of consultancy, exchange of experience and information.

- The cooperation between the Agency of Interventions and Payment for Agriculture of Moldova

(AIPA) and the State Fund of Intervention in Agriculture of the Czech Republic (SZIF), is

established by the Twinning Project "strengthening the capacities and competences of the

Agency of Intervention and Payments for Agriculture of Moldova (AIPA) to administrate sup-

port measures in the field of rural development in accordance with EU norrns and standards",

SZIF being part of the consortium.

The Czech Side will assess requests of the Moldovan Side in the following areas:

Crop production:

The Moldovan Side proposed to the Czech Side to establish relations of cooperation between the In-

stitute of Crop production "Porumbeni" of the Republic of Moldovaandthe Crop Research Institute

in organization of study visits for exchange of experience between specialists in order to initiate joint

projects.

Animal husbandry:

ized farms in the CzechRepublic to transfer good practices on the organization of cattle breed-

ers in producer groups, diversification of production and farm profitability, increasing the com-

petitiveness of this sector through innovation etc.;

Concluding a TAIEX project on "EU regulations and their implementation in the legal order in

the freld of animal husbandry, breeding and selection of livestock".

Phytosanitary:

Joint cooperation within the intemationally funded projects in the field of evacuation of unus-

able obsolete pesticides.

SPS issues:

- Exchange of experience in elaborating control and eradication policies for animal diseases;

- Joint participation in projects with international funding in the veterinary and food safety fields;

- Transfer of good practices, expertise and experience in order to support the process of modern-

izing the veterinary medicine ;

- Attracting investment in the veterinary and food safety areas;

- Participation in the international forums and conferences on veterinary medicine.

Viticulture and wine:

Facilitating the exchange of experience and good practices in the field of viticulture and wine,

relevant policies and strategies to support the sector;
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Organization and common participation within exhibitions with the aim to promote wine pro-
duction of both countries;

Collaboration in the field of science, staff training, exchange of experience and information.

Development Cooperation Proj ects

Both Sides noted that agriculture and rural development remain one of the priority areas of develop-
ment cooperation until the year 2020 ( "phase out" of the sector of the Development Cooperation of
the Czech Republic with Republic of Moldova).

The ongoing and planned projects, implemented by Czech Development Agency, promote better
access to markets, stable market position and value-added production in selected Moldovan
agricultural cooperatives.

Moldovan side expressed its commitment to offer sufficient institutional support for ongoing and
planned development cooperation proj ects.

Both sides reaffirm their willingness to support the development of:

Organic farming in Moldova, with particular emphasis on the institutional framework and the
development of sustainable organic farming in this area.

Project under title "Identification of weaknesses and needs of the control system of the wine sector in
Moldova" implemented by the National Office of Vine and Wine of Republic of Moldova together
with the Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection Authority (CAFIA).

3.2. Environment and Natural Resources Protection

Both Sides expressed their satisfaction with the joint activities performed in the framework of the com-
mon projects focused on harmonization of the legislation in water management, support of access to
drinking water, management of hazardous waste and remediation of contaminated sites, and expressed
their dedication to continue the cooperation in the selected fields, mentioned in the Memorandum of
Cooperation in the Field of Environmental Protection between the Ministry of Environment of the
Republic of Moldova and the Ministry of Environment of the czechRepublic.

The Czech side highlighted opportunities for cooperation available thanks to the European Neighbour-
hood Instrument and regional programmes for the Eastern Partnership region and invited the Molda-
vian side to explore the possibility to use them for bilateral activities in priority areas. The Czech side
also highlighted its preparedness to help with implernentation of projects financed from international
mechanisms, such as Global Environment Facility or Green Climate Fund. Both sides expressed their
wish to cooperate in global environmental fora, such as the United Nations Environment Assemblv or
at the regional level (UN ECE)

Both Sides appreciated that the new Programme of bilateral development cooperation for the period
2018-2023 ranks sustainable management of natural resources among the main goals. They agreed to
do their best in order to facilitate the implementation of the ongoing projects and to consider the pos-
sibility to identify new ones, in order to contribute to improving the state of the environment of both
countries.

Both sides welcome the focus of mutual cooperation in the sector of Sustainable Management of Nat-
ural Resources negotiated during the Development Cooperation Programme preparation period. Em-
phasis will be put on removal of old environmental burdens and on preventing the creation of new
pollution stemming from human activity.

The ongoing development projects focus on reclamation of the hazardous waste landfill in Cismichioi,
sanitation of contaminated sites in Lunga and Marculesti, treatment of wastewater in Briceni and
Hincegti, access to drinking water in kindergartens, and harmonization of legislation with the EU
wastewater directive.
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Both sides note that the subsequent financing of the management of the localities where the joint inter-

vention was carried out must be ensured by the Moldovan govemment institutions. This is primarily

about the operation of the Lunga and Marculesti sanitation stations and the related monitoring of
groundwater contamination.

Also, the Republic of Moldova mentioned about the interest to assure the continuity of the cooperation

with the CzechDevelopment Agency in order to initiate projects on remediation of contaminated sites,

evacuation and destruction of unused and forbidden chemical substances identified on the territory of
the Republic of Moldova.

3.3. Industry

The sides confirmed mutual interest in strengthening further cooperation in industry between the Re-

public of Moldova and the CzechRepublic. As priorities for cooperation were marked the creation of
industrial parks and implementation of new concepts of industrial policy.

In this context, sides emphasized the possibility of extending the cooperation in attracting and encour-

aglng investment in this area, and proposes the following:

o to promote the industrial parks creation projects in regions of the Republic of Moldova, in order

to attract economic agents in the Czech Republic, as investors / residents of these parks;

o to examine the modality of granting the necessary support from the Czech Republic in imple-

mentation of a new industrial policy (clusters creation / poles of competitiveness etc.).

o to take steps in creation of an attractive environment for developing partnerships between en-

trepreneurs from both countries.

Czechside presented to Moldavan side Czechexperience and innovative solutions in the field of smart

cities, intelligent transport, water supply and sewage and waste management:

o Smart cities and intelligent transport presented by the Czech companies Cross Zlin and Incinity
' (systems Invipo for Smart cities), including site visit of weight-in-motion system on the out-

skirts of Prague;

o Water supply and sewage presented by the Czech companies Zikmund Electronics (optical in-
spection system for sewer systems, underground wells and other inaccessible locations) and

Topol Water (wastewater treatment plants with already several installations in the Republic of
Moldova);

o Waste management presented by the Czech companies Reflex Zlin (containers for separated

waste), Tedom and ProPelety (treatment of biodegradable waste)

3.4. Energy

Both sides expressed the importance to enhance cooperation in energy field through exchange of in-
formation, experience and best practices in the following areas:

- policy implementation in energy effrciency and renewable energy field;

- promoting energy labeling of energy-related products;

- creating the necessary legal framework for ESCOs and implementing Energy Performance

Contracts;

- promoting and creating the necessary legal framework for nZEBs and the integration of renew-

able energy sources in buildings;

- promotion of district heating system in urban areas;

- promoting the concept of "local energy autonomy";
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The Republic of Moldova expresses its interest for developing the renewable energy sector. Moreover,
the Czech Republic's experience in the promotion of green technologies (biogas plants, solid biofuel
production lines, biomass thermal power plants, etc.) is being considered valuable. Thus, Moldovan
authorities will analyze the most proper and adequate way of transferringCzechRepublic best practices

exchange of expertise and experience in the above mentioned areas, through capacity strengthening

activities and dedicated pilot projects.

The Czech side pointed out that the Memorandum signed between the Czech company ILC FAC-
TORY, Ltd. in cooperation with Fraunhofer Institute IPK Berlin and Ministry of Economy of the Re-

public of Moldova, in May 2017, is still not implementing. Both Sides will do their best to re-launch

the dialogue as soon as possible.

3.5. Regional and territorial development and construction

Both sides expressed the importance to enhance cooperation in this field and agreed to continue in
exchange of information, experience and best practices in the following areas:

o Capacity building in implementing EU projects according to European best practices;
o Designrng and implementing territorial, and urban projects and policies;
o Trans-border cooperation at sub-national level;
o Partnerships oflocal stakeholders and cooperation at local level;

Both sides welcome ongoing cooperation on strategic and spatial planning at the national and regional

level, sharing experiences with the support of small and medium enterprises and on harmonizing leg-

islation with EU standards.

The Moldovan side undertakes to make every effort to put all the assistance provided, including jointly
prepared legislative changes, into practice.

Both sides note that the Czech Republic is one of the main partners of the development cooperation in
the area of improving social welfare and protection in the Republic of Moldova as an important part of
the territorial development and improvement of the living standard of the population. The Czech side

continues to offer sharing of know-how and experience with the transformation of institutional care to
a non-institutional care.

At the same time, it was mentioned about the importance to enhance the cooperation in the field of
regional development and construction and agreed to develop cooperation as follows:

Capacity building of local public authorities in implementing EU projects according to Euro-
pean best practices;

Share of experience in implementing economic oriented projects in regions;

Identifying potential investors for implementation of the regional development projects from
the Single Programming Document for the years 2018 -2020 in the following sectors:

Water supply and sanitation;
Regional and local roads;

Energy efficiency;
Business infrastructure ;

Solid waste manasement.

3.6. Standardiz ation, fvfltrof o gy and C onformity Asses s ment

The preparation and introduction of national parametres of Eurocodes is one of the priorities of the
Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure of the Republic of Moldova and the Moldovan side ex-
pressed readiness to incorporate new european standards (Eurocodes) into national technical norma-
tive framework.

The Both sides ernphasized the importance of the fi:uitful cooperation between the National Institute
nf Metrolnow (TNM\ of the Renrrhlic of Moldova anrT Czech Metrolosv Tnstitute (CMD in fulfillins
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their common mission of assuring traceability of measurements performed within their country and

their recognition on the international level. In this context, the Czech side agreed to examine the pos-

sibility of offering a discount for the calibration of INM measurement standards in the laboratories of
the CMI.

The Moldovan Side asked for the support of the Czech side in the modernization of the Moldovan
measurement standards to comply with the requirement of the redefined of SI Units, which will come
into force after 26th meeting of General Conference on Weights and Measures in November 20 1 8.

The cooperation in this area has been launched in August 2018.

3.7. Cooperation in the field of European integration

Both Sides underlined the importance of further deepening relations between Moldova and the EU
and highlighted their commitment to promote this process, particularly through full exploitation of
opportunities and perspectives offered by the Association Agreement and the Eastern Partnership ini-
tiative.

Both Sides welcomed tangible progress achieved so far in terms of implementation of the Associa-
tion Agreement, including the DCFTA. The Moldovan side expressed its commitment to continue
reforms under the AA/DCFTA with particular emphasis on Economic Growth, Good Governance
and Sector Cooperation, improving of Government Procurement procedures and improving adminis-
trative capacities for receiving Development Aid.

Both sides welcomed that the new draft Program of bilateral development cooperation of the Czech
Republic with Moldova for the years 2018-2023 is focused on the reinforcement of the legislative
and institutional framework in order to conhibute to the fulfilment of the commitments resulting
from the Association Agreement with the European Union and to the full implementation of DCFTA.

The Czech side will remain committed to providing its technical support and expertise for the effec-
tive implementation of Moldova's ambitious reform agenda.

Both Sides stressed the importance of the implementation of the outcomes of the last Eastern Partner-
ship Summit held in Brussels on24 November 2017, which confirmed the EU's engagement in East-

ern Europe and set political and economic objectives to be reached in the most important areas of co-
operation by 2020. The Czech side supports the involvement of Moldova in this process.

Both Sides welcome the visa-free travel between the EU and Moldova as an important enhancement

of people-to-people contacts.

Both Sides emphasized the importance of strengthening strategic communication efforts on European
Integration process. Both sides agreed to further intensiS cooperation in the field of strategic com-
munications including through exchange of the best practices, as well as considering regular training,
seminars and workshops.

3.8. Cybersecurity

Taking into account the experience of the Czech Republic in the approximation of national legisla-
tion in the field of cybersecurity at the European acquis (transposition of the Directive (EU)
201611148 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 July 2016 concerning measures for
a common high level of security of networks and information systems in the Union (NIS), the Moldo-
van side reiterates the importance of the interinstitutional cooperation with the Czech authorities on
matters relating to develop the national legislation of the Republic of Moldova in the field of cyberse-

curitv.
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3.9. Digital Government

Both sides expressed their interest in supporting the subsequent collaboration among the DATAB s.r.o.

from the Czech Republic and Moldovan eGovernance Agency in the field of digital government, as

follows:

- Cooperation in the field of use of IT in public administration and digital governance at the

central, regional and local levels, including electronic service development and delivery, digital
identity, electronic payments, data exchange, information security, cloud computing, mobile
development and smart cities,

- Implementation of European and international standards relevant for IT in public sector and

electronic public service delivery;

- Development of the legal and regulatory framework regarding the use of IT in public sector,

including development of laws, regulations, methodologies, procedures and work instructions;

- Cooperation in the field of general datamanagement, administration, harmonization;

- Supporting the implementation of the data exchange and interoperability framework at the le-
gal, organizational, semantic and technical levels as per European Interoperability Framework.

3.10. Cooperation between Czech Republic and ATU Gagaazia Republic of Moldova

The Moldovan side proposed to initiate the cooperation with the Administration of the Karlovy Vary
Region of the CzechRepublic and ATU Gagauzia (GagatzYeri), Republic of Moldova in the field of
socio-economic, scientific, technical, cultural and tourism spheres. The Czech side will provide ATU
Gagauziacontact information on responsible representatives of the Administration ofthe Karlovy Vary
Region and help to facilitate the regional cooperation between two sides.

In terms of trade and economic area, the Moldovan side expressed the interest of cooperation as fol-
lowing:

- stimulation of exports and imports between both countries within the framework of the Asso-
ciation Agreement between the Republic of Moldova and the European Union, the intensifica-
tion of relations,

- diversification of the nomenclature of export-import supplies due to a wide range of goods and

services based on the industrial potential of the parties: the Czech side can offer a developed
range of goods for the food and chemical industry, light industry equipment, medicines, textile
and plastic products, the Gagauzian side - products of agro-industrial complex, in particular
wine materials, canned fruits and vegetables.

- make exchange of experience of leadingCzechcompanies in the development and management
of industrial parks ATU Gagauzia,

- make exchange of experience in the field of marketing, packaging and processing in order to
achieve compliance with the quality standards and certification of products of the European
Union

- realise exchange of information on the holding of exhibition and fair events, forums and other
events in ATU Gaga:uzia and assistance in attracting economic agents in them.

Concerning the investment, the Moldovan side launched the discussion concerning the possibility to
intensifu the bilateral cooperation, by providing mutual access to quality information and creating an

information space, which will facilitate the exchange of experience concerning the introduction of
business practices in the region between representatives of ATU Gagauzia and the CzechRepublic, as

well as by discussing best practices in attracting foreign direct investments.

In the field of education, the Moldovan side mentioned also interest in establishing and developing
direct links between the leading universities of the Czech Republic and Comrat State University of
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ATU Gagauzia, andmentioned the interest for the bilateral cooperation of Comrat State University of
ATU Gagauziawith the Czech University of Life Sciences in order to organize academic mobility for
teachers and students, development and implementation ofjoint master and doctoral programs in the
agro-food sector.

3.11. Cooperation in the field of science, technology and innovation

Both Sides agreed to promote networking and cooperation of both countries in the fields of science,
technology, development and innovation. Both Sides confirmed interest in exchanging information
about the intemational symposiums on issues of science, technology, development and innovation,
which will be hold in their countries.
Both Sides see the need to strengthen scientific and technological cooperation in multilateral programs
and projects of the EU and participation of research organizations of both countries in international
competitions in the Framework Programme ,,Horizon 2020" (for the period 2013 -2020).

3.12. Others

Both sides welcome the new Bilateral Development Cooperation Programme of the Czech Republic
with Moldova for the period 2018 - 2023. The priority of the Programme is to support balanced regional
development in the country and narrowing economic and social disparities. Regional development is
thus understood as a cross-sectoral objective, which is to be achieved by implementing projects in four
focus areas:

o Sustainable management of natural resources
o Inclusive social development
o Good democratic governance
o Agnculture and rural development

Both sides agreed to do their utmost to facilitate smooth implementation of the development coopera-
tion projects.

Extemal assistance projects which will be implemented under the Bilateral Development Cooperation
Programme of Czech Republic with Moldova for the period of 2018-2023, will be in line with the
mechanism of coordination and management of external assistance, as well as the provision of the
Govemmental sectorial policy priorities.

At the same time, both sides agreed that the Moldovan side will examine the possibility of reviewing
the process of registration of international donors development cooperation projects in order to allow
the application of intergovernmental agreements (exemption from customs duties, taxes and fees) in
time.
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4. Date and Venue of the Next Session of the Intergovernmental Commission on Economic
Cooperation

The Sides agreed to hold the next session of the Moldovan- Czech Intergovernmental Commission on

Economic Cooperation in Chisinau (Republic of Moldova), at adate to be agreed upon through

diplomatic channels.

Done in Prague on September 27ft,2018, in two originals, both in the English language.

For the Moldovan Delegation For the Czech Delegation

Ms. Iuliana DrIgllin
State Secretary

Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure

Mr. Jiri Havlicek
Deputy Minister of Industry

and Trade


